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Introduction

The Global Democracy Coalition is a multi-stakeholder coalition of more than 130
democracy organizations from around the world that provides a unique space to
share experiences and good practices in advancing and strengthening
democracy worldwide. Its yearly Global Democracy Coalition Forum provides a
valuable platform for GDC partners to meet, share experiences, and define join
strategies. The Global Democracy Coalition Forum 2024 held in March 2024
brought together diverse stakeholders from around the world to engage in critical
discussions about the state and future of democracy. This comprehensive report
consolidates the insights and recommendations from five regional fora—the
Americas, Asia and the Pacific, Africa, Europe and a global forum. Each forum
provided a platform for participating policymakers, members of civil society
organizations (CSOs), democracy advocates and academics to share
experiences, highlight challenges and propose actionable solutions for
strengthening democratic governance.

The innovative structure of the Forum dedicated each day to a specific region,
which allowed participants to delve deeply into the unique democratic challenges,
achievements, opportunities and aspirations of each continent. This approach
enabled a thorough examination of region-specific issues while also identifying
common themes and universal democratic values.

Discussions across the fora were rich and varied, reflecting the diverse political,
cultural and social contexts of each region. In the Americas, the forum highlighted
the significant challenges faced by CSOs linked to restrictive measures and the
militarized response to peaceful protest. Discussions emphasized the importance
of creating safe spaces for youth participation and the role of digital platforms in
enhancing civic education. A notable highlight was the call to address the
influence of money in politics and ensure transparency in electoral processes.

The European forum focused on the need for substantial public funding for
democracy-related projects and the need to foster innovation within public
institutions. Participants stressed the importance of creating an environment
where scepticism and scrutiny are encouraged in order to hold political institutions
accountable. The forum also underscored the need for intergenerational dialogue
and new models of public participation to foster inclusive governance.

In Africa, the discussions centred around enhancing women's participation in
political processes and addressing violence against women in politics. The forum
highlighted the demographic reality of a predominantly young population and the
need to improve democratic engagement among youth. Other key topics included
strategic advocacy to tackle misinformation and disinformation and the
importance of coalition-building among CSOs.
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The Asian forum focused on the historical context of democratic development in
the region, emphasizing the need to remember and integrate these historical
struggles into contemporary governance. Cultural pluralism and the challenges of
authoritarianism were critical themes. The forum advocated for comprehensive
civic education, robust democratic institutions and the involvement of
marginalized voices in the democratic process.

The global forum synthesized regional insights, with a focus on leveraging
technology for civic education and transparency, addressing gender gaps and
promoting inclusive policymaking. Participants discussed the importance of
altering the narrative around democracy, especially in regions that are
experiencing democratic backsliding. The forum also emphasized the need for
global collaboration among democracy defenders to counter autocratic regimes.
Despite regional differences, several common themes emerged. Across all regions,
there was a unanimous recognition of the critical role that technology plays in
engaging younger generations in political processes and the need for innovative
approaches to combating disinformation. Each region showcased successful
youth-led initiatives that leverage technology for democratic innovation and social
change. The importance of civic education, transparency, accountability and
inclusivity were emphasized as fundamental to strengthening democratic
governance.

This report provides a detailed account of the key highlights of and
recommendations from each regional forum, as well as a global perspective that
ties these regional narratives into a comprehensive strategy for democratic
renewal. The aim is to offer a roadmap for stakeholders at all levels on
implementing these recommendations to foster a more resilient, inclusive and
participatory democratic environment.

As the world faces increasing challenges to democratic norms and values, this
report underlines the wurgent need for collective action and international
collaboration. By drawing on diverse experiences and expertise from around the
globe, the Global Democracy Coalition Forum 2024 set the stage for meaningful
progress in pursuit of democratic governance.
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Americas Global
Democracy
Coalition Forum

The Americas Global Democracy
Coalition Forum gathered
diverse stakeholders to discuss
the pressing issues and
opportunities for democratic
systems across the Americas.

The discussions were . . .

comprehensive, touching on Direct dialogue with
civic education, the use of representatives of
technology in  democratic civil society has
processes, the challenges faced become essential to

by civil society and the inclusion
of marginalized groups. The
forum provided a platform for

address democratic
erosion and promote

sharing insights, developing human rights
strategies and fostering
collaboration to  strengthen Francisco Guerrero,

democratic governance in the Sl

region.




Highlights of the Forum

The forum underscored the significant challenges that CSOs face, due to restrictive
measures imposed by authorities which limit access to funding and stifle their
operations. This has led to the closure of many CSOs and increased repression of
peaceful protest, which is often treated as a threat to national security. The use by states
of digital technology to dismantle civil society and protest movements, through means
such as facial recognition and espionage tools, was also highlighted.

A critical issue was the militarized response to peaceful protests and the excessive use
of force, which in some cases has perpetuated a cycle of violence and human rights
abuses. This was particularly evident in experiences shared from diverse countries such
as Argentina, Guatemala, Chile, Nicaragua and El Salvador, where particularly in the latter
two, state repression has had a significant impact on civil liberties and democratic
participation.

Discussions on youth engagement emphasized the need to create spaces for young
people to actively participate in shaping their futures. The forum highlighted the
stereotyping of youth as problematic, as well as how their use of technology in protests
often leads to increased scrutiny and discrimination. There was a call for states to
facilitate environments where young people can freely express themselves, assemble
peacefully and engage in public affairs.

The role of technology in democracy was
another key focus. Discussions highlighted how

technology can enhance civic education, Young people

transparency and accountability, but also

pointed out the risks associated with need tO recognlze
disinformation and the misuse of social media. themselves as key

The forum called for better regulatory

frameworks to address these issues and ensure actors in the
that  technolo supports  rather  than ST

undermines den?glcrotic |[|;|[r)ocesses. bUIldlng Of our
It was emphasized that the inclusion of countries and
marginalized voices, particularly women and .
indigenous groups, is crucial for the success of Shaplng
democracy. The need for gender-sensitive

policies and for the active involvement of such prOCGSSQS.

groups in  democratic  processes were
highlighted as essential steps towards a more

inclusive democracy. Adela Lemus,

CECADE



Recomendations

The following recommendations were formulated based on the insights from the
Americas Global Democracy Coalition Forum:
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Europe Global
Democracy
Coalition Forum

The Europe Global Democracy
Coalition Forum convened to
discuss the current state of and
future prospects for democracy in
Europe. The forum brought
together a diverse group of

stakeholders, policymakers, CSO Young people are not
representatives and democracy a homogenous group;
advocates. The discussions .
o there are different
focused on public institutions,
deliberation and collaboration, demographics within
technology and the importance youth’ and we must
of fostering an inclusive .
: : ensure their
democratic environment. The
forum provided a platform for representation.

sharing experiences and best
practices in order to strengthen

Ismael Paez,
democratic processes across the Europe Youth Organization

region.




Highlights of the Forum

The forum emphasized the need for increased public funding for democracy-related
projects. Participants noted that relying solely on market-driven development often
prioritizes profit over the public interest. Substantial public funding is essential to support
projects that promote democracy and ensure that they align with the common good.
There was a strong call for innovation within public institutions to modernize and improve
their ability to support democratic processes and technologies. Such an internal
transformation is required to ensure the long-term success of democratic initiatives.

The forum illustrated the importance of allowing scepticism and scrutiny within
democracies. Scepticism is seen as an integral part of democratic systems, and as
necessary for holding political institutions accountable. Creating spaces where it is safe
to express criticism and channel this into constructive action is essential for a healthy
democracy.

Effective communication of results and the actions of democratic institutions was
highlighted as critical to maintaining public enthusiasm for and trust in democracy.
Demonstrating tangible outcomes and effectively commmunicating these to the public
can counteract populist messages and reinforce democratic values.

Deliberation and collaboration were also central themes. The forum underscored the
importance of intergenerational dialogue, creating

platforms for young people to interact with

governmental leaders and ensuring that youth We are facmg a

perspectives are included in decision-making context of political

processes. Exploring and implementing new disaffection. mistrust
b

models of participation, such as deliberative . litici t
assemblies for young people, was seen as vital In poli |C|a.ns, .ex réeme
for fostering inclusive and  responsive polarization,

governance. disinformation, and
The role of technology in enhancing democracy 5 o . lit d
was extensively discussed. Enhancing digital rsing inequatity an

literacy across all age groups and involving racism. We must
citizens in the design of technology aimed at tackle these together
.enha'n.cmg democronc‘ gover.ncnce were to protect and
identified as key strategies. The importance of
ensuring that technological initiatives are strengthen democracy
sustainable and have a long-term impact was in Europe.

also emphasized.

Thai Jungpanich,
Political Watch
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Recomendations

The following recommmendations were formulated based on the insights from the Europe
Global Democracy Coalition Forum:
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Africa Global
Democracy
Coalition Forum

The Africa Global Democracy
Codalition Forum brought together a
diverse range of participants, from

democracy advocates to

policymakers and civil society

representatives. The forum We must not lie to
discussed the key issues affecting ourselves as Africans that
democracy in Africa in order to we are here to have a
develop actionable conversation

recommendations on strengthening
democratic governance across the
continent. The discussions covered
womens participation in politics,
youth engagement, violence against

about protecting
democracy or advancing it.
Because the reality is that
in a lot of places

women in politics, transparency and on our continent,
accountability, support for democracy does not exist.
grassroots human rights defenders

and using strategic advocacy to McDonald Lewanika,
combat  misinformation  and Accountability Lab

disinformation.




Highlights of the Forum

The forum underscored the fundamental need for the greater inclusion of women,
especially young women, in political processes. Political parties were urged to prioritize
women on candidate lists and to ensure that they are placed in electable positions on
such lists. There was a strong call for policies on women's participation in decision-
making roles within parties to move beyond symbolic inclusion and enable women to
make meaningful contributions. This need was highlighted by concerns over the aging
population of women in leadership positions and the lack of younger women prepared
to step into these roles. In Zambia, for instance, efforts to pass a political parties bill and
amend the constitution were cited as measures to compel political parties to adopt
more women candidates.

Youth participation and representation were also major topics of discussion. In Malawi,
young people have mobilized to create a youth manifesto to influence political leaders
and hold them accountable. The forum recommended the development and
endorsement of national youth manifestos, and advocated the implementation of
policies such as a national youth policy and a Gender Equality Act, which in Malawi
mandates a 30% threshold for representation of both youth and women. The discussions
highlighted the demographic reality that Africa has a predominantly young population,
which necessitates that democracy must be
built on the active participation of youth.
Evolving technology and social media
platforms were seen as opportunities for youth

We've identified

across different countries to learn from each
other and build a unified narrative.

Violence against women in politics was
identified as a significant barrier to political
participation that must be addressed. The
forum emphasized the importance  of
documenting and researching incidents of
violence to understand their nature and
prevalence. The inclusion of provisions in
electoral law and bills that address violence
against women was seen as essential
Collaboration with  women parliamentarians
and gender champions was recommended to
push for the necessary legislative changes.
Examples from Tanzania showed how violence
against women in politics can be recognized as
an electoral offence, in an illustration of the
impact of sustained advocacy by women’s
rights organizations.

coalition building
and network
building as a best
practice to boost
inclusion of human
rights defenders,
especially at
grassroots level.

Eddie D. Jarwolo,
YPLS Africa
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Transparency and accountability were highlighted as essential components of a healthy
democracy. CSOs were called on to take a leadership role in observing elections and
reporting irregularities. Developing systems for independent election monitoring and
educating citizens on their electoral rights were seen as critical steps. The forum stressed
that democracy is not only about elections, but also about ensuring ongoing
accountability, transparency, participation and the protection of rights. The experiences
of local CSOs in observing elections and highlighting discrepancies demonstrated the
importance of their role.

Support for grassroots human rights defenders was another key theme. The forum
highlighted the importance of forming coalitions and networks to provide support for and
inclusion of grassroots defenders. Strategies must address the needs and participation
of such defenders, and address language barriers and other key challenges. Coalition
building and networking were identified as best practices to boost the inclusion of human
rights defenders at the grassroots level.

Strategic advocacy to combat misinformation and disinformation was discussed as an
important tool for protecting democratic processes and public trust in institutions. The
forum recommended use of strategic action to amend legal frameworks that fail to
address disinformation effectively. Enhancing the capacity of media practitioners
through training programmes focused on fact checking and ethical reporting was also
emphasized. Public awareness campaigns to educate citizens about the dangers of
misinformation and disinformation, while also fostering partnerships with international
bodies to advocate for appropriate laws and policies were identified as essential
strategies.The influence of money in politics was an important discussion.

Financial influence, including from illicit sources

such as drug dealers, was highlighted as a

threat to fair political competition. The forum

. stressed the need for legal reforms to limit the
ItS nOt influence of money in politics and ensure
equitable access to political opportunities for all

democracy citizens.

The education and empowerment of citizens

that has failed’ were identified as fundamental to informed

participation in democratic processes. Higher

it is the people levels of education were linked to better

decision making and increased accountability.
in power. The forum called for investment in educational
initiatives that inform citizens about their rights
and the democratic process.

Protecting digital rights and privacy emerged as
Cynthia Mbamalu, a significant concern linked to the increasing
YiagaAfrica  ole of technology in democratic procedures
and campaigning. The forum emphasized the
need for strategies to protect digital rights,
ensure privacy and support activists facing

threats related to online activism.
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Recomendations

The following recommendations were formulated based on the insights from the Africa
Global Democracy Coalition Forum:
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Asia Global
Democracy
Coalition Forum

The Asia Global Democracy
Coalition Forum brought
together a wide array of
stakeholders to address the
current state and future of
democracy in the region. The

discussions were rich and Asia indeed plays a
varied, touching on the critical role in the
!ustorlcql narratives of international
independence, the . .
importance of cultural community, and its
diversity, the challenges of interaction can
authoritarianism and the significantly impact
essential role of civic the promot,’on of
education. The forum qls.o democratic values and
explored strategic

human rights.

approaches to improving
transparency, accountability
and inclusion in democratic
processes.

Dr. Elise Pham




Highlights of the Forum

The forum highlighted the historical context of Asian countries, emphasizing how the
struggle for independence from colonial powers has deeply influenced contemporary
democratic values and governance structures. The narratives of democracy in the
region are significantly shaped by these past struggles, which suggests a strong need to
remember and incorporate these historical contexts when considering democratic
developments today. This emphasis on historical memory is seen as a way to foster a
sense of national identity that supports and strengthens democratic institutions.

Cultural pluralism and diversity were also central themes, reflecting Asia’s rich mosaic of
cultures, languages and traditions. The discussions highlighted that embracing this
diversity is not only a cultural imperative, but also a political necessity for fostering unity
within plurality. The forum advocated policies that celebrate cultural diversity and
educational programmes that highlight the importance of pluralism in democratic
societies.

The recent trend towards authoritarianism and democratic backsliding in some parts of
Asia was critically examined. The forum stressed the importance of strengthening
democratic institutions to resist authoritarian tendencies and of engaging with civil
society to monitor and advocate for democratic norms. Transparency and
accountability in governance were identified as fundamental to building public trust and
ensuring the integrity of democratic processes.

Civic education was identified as a cornerstone Many of the Asian

of fostering democratic values. Comprehensive

civic education curricula in schools and support countries have

for NGOs to provide civic education to the wider experienced
public were seen as crucial for ensuring that

democratic ideals are both understood and COlonial rUIe, and
practiced. The forum also highlighted the need

for community programmes and awareness Consequenﬂy their

campaigns to encourage public participation in narratives Of
democratic processes.
The need for transparency and accountability democracy are

was a recurring theme. There were calls for

stringent measures to ensure government deeply intertWined
transparency, such as mandatory public with the struggle for

disclosure and the establishment of

independent watchdog organizations.  Such independence.

measures are vital for maintaining the health

and integrity of democratic systems.
gy Y Maj Gen Anil Verma
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The inclusion of marginalized voices, notably women, ethnic minorities and other
disadvantaged groups, was emphasized as critical for the success of democracy.
Policies that guarantee representation and provide necessary support for these groups
were identified as key to achieving a truly inclusive democratic process.

Strategic advocacy to tackle misinformation and disinformation was discussed as a
crucial tool for protecting democracy. Supportive legal frameworks that allow for such
litigation, collaboration with international organizations on best practices and educating
the public on media literacy were all highlighted as essential strategies.

The importance of prioritizing the national interest over personal or political gain to
strengthen democratic governance was also a focus. Encouraging a culture of integrity
and service in public administration, and engaging with civil society to advocate for
policies that serve the broader public good were proposed as ways to ensure that
governance truly reflects the will and needs of the people.

Strengthening institutions and systems was deemed essential for the effective
functioning of democracy. Investing in robust governmental and judicial institutions that
can withstand political pressure, ensuring the independence of critical institutions and
promoting inter-institutional cooperation to address governance challenges were all
discussed.

Global Democracy Codlition | GDC Forum Report 2024 20



Recomendations

The following recommendations were formulated based on the insights from the Asia
Global bemocracy Coalition Forum:

Emphasize historical
struggles in shaping
democratic values

Promote cultural
pluralism and diversity

Strengthen democratic
institutions to resist
authoritarianism

Develop comprehensive
civic education

Ensure transparency
and accountability in
governance

Enhance the inclusion of
marginalized voices

Invest in strengthening
institutions and systems

Recomendations

Encourage a deeper understanding and integration of
historical contexts when shaping national identity and
democratic institutions.

Implement policies and educational programmes that
celebrate cultural diversity and emphasize its
importance in society.

Enhance the resilience of democratic institutions
through civil society engagement and improved
transparency and accountability.

Support initiatives that provide civic education across
all levels of society to build a well-informed population
capable of meaningful participation in democracy.

Implement measures on greater transpdrency and
establish independent bodies to monitor government
actions and hold governmental entities accountable.

Enact and enforce policies that ensure the
representation and active participation of all societal
groups in the political process.

Build and maintain strong, independent institutions that
can effectively support the functions of a democratic
state.
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Recomendations

Combat disinformation
through strategic
advocacy and
education

Support legal and educational efforts to address the
challenges posed by misinformation and
disinformation in the digital age.

Foster a culture of integrity and service among political
leaders to ensure that policies and actions reflect the
broader public good.

Prioritize the national
interest in governance
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Global Democracy
Coalition Forum

The Global Democracy
Coalition Forum 2024
convened stakeholders from
around the world to address
pressing challenges and
opportunities in the global
democratic landscape. The
discussions spanned a range
of topics from civic education
to inclusion, gender issues
and the intersection between
democracy and technology.
The forum served as a critical
platform for shaping a
cohesive strategy on
enhancing democratic
practices globally.

If | were to doubt about the
state of democracy or
about where democracy is

headed, today listening to
this impressive range of
speakers from different
backgrounds from
different parts of the
world, my fears would
have been alleviated.

H.E. Jacques Flies,
Amb. of Luxembourg to RoK




Highlights of the Forum

The forum underscored the importance of civic education in fostering democratic values,
particularly among youth. Participants highlighted the potential for leveraging digital
platforms to enhance civic education and engagement. Technology was seen as a
crucial tool for promoting transparency and accountability in governance. Examples
included the use of civic tech to educate young people about election observation and
developing platforms to monitor government procurement and highlight irregularities.
The need for inclusion was another central theme. Discussions focused on involving
young people in policymaking to ensure that their voices are heard and their issues
addressed. The forum emphasized the importance of gender inclusion and the
challenges women face in participating in democratic processes linked to cultural and
societal norms. The creation of intergenerational and intersectional dialogue spaces was
seen as essential to fostering a more inclusive democratic environment.

Participants stressed that technology is both a driver of democratic change and a
potential threat if misused. The forum discussed the need to regulate emerging
technologies to prevent them from undermining democratic principles. Ensuring that
technological initiatives are sustainable was highlighted as crucial if there is to be long-
term impact.

Another key focus was the narrative surrounding democracy. Participants discussed the
need to alter the democracy narrative in

regions such as Asia by promoting civil society
partnerships, running campaigns adapted to
local contexts and emphasizing the benefits of
civic engagement. Language that emphasizes
freedom and dignity was seen as powerful in
countering authoritarian claims about
democracy.

The forum also addressed the challenge of
transforming public discontent into positive
political action. It was deemed vital to
encourage environments where scepticism and
scrutiny of the authorities are acceptable and
channelled into constructive action. In addition,
the importance of global advocacy and
collaboration among democracy defenders
was emphasized as a counter to the united
front presented by autocratic regimes.
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Recomendations

The following recommendations were formulated based on the insights from the Global
Democracy Coalition Forum:

Theme Recomendations

Promote youth Leverage digital platforms to enhance civic education
engagement via civic among Yyouth, teaching democratic practices and
education principles.

Foster civic education through technology to improve
understanding of democratic processes and their
benefits.

Use civic technology for
civic education

Invest in citizen Prioritize civic education to resonate democratic values
education among young people and the general public.

Leverage technology for
transparency and
accountability

Develop platforms to monitor government activities,
ensuring transparency and accountability.

Involve young people in Ensure youth are actively involved in policy discussions
policymaking to address their concerns effectively.

Implement policies using a gender lens to ensure
women can influence official conversations and
participate meaningfully.

Address gender gaps

Regulate emerging Implement regulations to prevent the misuse of
technologies technology that could undermine democracy.
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Encourage
intergenerational and
intersectional dialogue

Use technology as a
driver of democratic
change

Ensure sustainability of
technology initiatives

Provide concrete role
models for youth

Channel emotions into
active political
engagement

Unite in global
advocacy and
collaboration

Utilize the SDG
framework

Recomendations

Create spaces for diverse groups to discuss
democratic renewal and innovation.

Promote the use of technology to engage young
audiences and drive democratic change.

Develop long-term technology projects to ensure
sustained impact.

Showcase stories of young political leaders to inspire
youth engagement in politics.

Create environments where public mistrust can be
transformed into constructive political actions.

Foster global collaboration among democracy
defenders to counter autocratic regimes.

Integrate Sustainable Development Goals into policies
to advance long term democratic principles.

Global Democracy Coalition | GDC Forum Report 2024




Similarities
differences be
the regional fo

The regional forums of the
Global Democracy Coalition
explored both common and
distinct challenges to
democracy across various
regions. This section
highlights the similarities and
differences in youth
engagement with technology,
efforts to combat
disinformation, and regional
approaches to democracy. By
examining these aspects, we
gain insights into how diverse
contexts shape democratic
practices and foster cross-
regional collaboration.
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Similarities and differences

Each regional forum delved into the wunique challenges, achievements,
opportunities and aspirations of democracy in their own contexts. This section
highlights the similarities and differences observed across these regional
dialogues, focusing on youth engagement with technology, innovative approaches
to combating disinformation and lessons learned from youth-led initiatives. It also
examines how regional conceptions of democracy and practice intersect with
global perspectives.

While there are common threads in the way youth engage with technology,
combat disinformation and lead democracy initiatives, each region brings its
distinct perspectives and practices shaped by their historical, cultural and political
contexts. By understanding these similarities and differences, the forum aims to
foster cross-regional collaboration, enhance democratic values and address
global challenges to democratic governance.
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Similarities

Lessons from youth-led initiatives

Youth-led initiatives that leverage technology for democratic innovation were
showcased across all the forums. These initiatives often involve creative and impactful
approaches to promoting social change, democratic engagement and political
participation. In Asia, for example, youth-led initiatives have been instrumental in
promoting civic education and encouraging cultural pluralism. In Africa, young
leaders are driving movements for political inclusion and on combating electoral
violence. The Americas and Europe also provided examples of successful youth-led
projects that use technology to enhance transparency and accountability in
governance.

Innovative approaches to combat disinformation

All regions acknowledged the pervasive threat of disinformation

and the innovative strategies employed by youth to combat the

problem. In the Americas, there was a focus on digital literac

programmes and fact checking initiatives to help young people

_dnavigate and counter disinformation. Europe and Asia highlighted

" the importance of strategic advocacy and regulatory frameworks

to address disinformation, while Africa emphasized coalition-

building and the use of technology to fact-check and reduce
disinformation.

Youth engagement with technology.

Across all regions, there was a unanimous recognition of the critical role that
technology plays in engaging younger generations in political processes. Young
people are increasingly using digital platforms to pursue their activism, civic
participation and political engagement. This trend was evident in the Americas, where
digital platforms are being used to enhance civic education and create spaces for
youth participation. Similarly, in Africa, Asia and Europe, technology is seen as a tool
for mobilizing youth, promoting democratic values and encouraging pdrticipation in
governance.
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Differences

Regional conceptions and practices of democracy

The forums revealed distinct regional conceptions and practices of democracy
shaped by historical, cultural, and institutional factors. In the Americas, the discussions
often centred around the challenges posed by restrictive measures on civil society
and the militarized response to protests. In Europe, there was a significant focus on
fostering innovation within public institutions and promoting intergenerational
dialogue. Africa's discussions emphasized the need for enhancing women's
participation in politics and addressing electoral violence, while Asia highlighted the
importance of remembering historical struggles for independence and promoting
cultural pluralism.

Combating_disinformation

The strategies on combating disinformation varied across the
regions. The Americas and Europe focused on digital literacy and
fact-checking initiatives. Africa emphasized the role of CSOs in
monitoring and countering disinformation, while Asia discussed the
need for regulatory frameworks and strategic advocacy to address
the issue. These regional variations reflect the different levels of
technological development and access to digital resources, as well
as the political environments in each region.

da >

Approaches to youth engagement and technology

While all regions recognized the importance of technology in engaging youth, the
approaches varied. In the Americas, there was a strong emphasis on using digital
platforms for civic education and creating safe spaces for youth participation. Europe
focused on fostering innovation within public institutions to better engage with young
voices. Africa highlighted the need for strategic litigation and coadlition-building to
support youth engagement, while Asia emphasized the integration of historical and
cultural contexts into civic education programs.
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Gaps identified
Global Democ
Coalition F

The Global Democracy (
Coalition Forum 2024 :
identified key gaps that need
attention to enhance global " 4
democratic governance R B
efforts. While the forum .
advanced many discussions,
specific regional and cross- |
regional challenges remain. ’

’

This section outlines these ’
gaps and emphasizes the !
need for stronger |
collaboration, dialogue, and
action to address them.

Bridging these divides is L A
essential for strengthening ’ . -8
democratic systems and T o'l

advancing the global
democratic agenda.
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Gaps identified

While the Global Democracy Coalition Forum 2024 successfully brought together
diverse perspectives and generated comprehensive recommendations on
strengthening democracy, several gaps were identified that warrant further
attention and action. Addressing these gaps will be necessary to ensure the
effectiveness and sustainability of initiatives on democratic governance across the
globe.

This will require concerted effort and collaboration among stakeholders at all
levels and from all regions. By identifying and focusing on these areas, the Global
Democracy Codadlition can enhance its strategies and initiatives for building
stronger, more resilient democratic systems worldwide. Continuous dialogue,
research and practical action will be essential to bridge these gaps and advance
the global democratic agenda.

Global Democracy Coalition | GDC Forum Report 2024 32



Region-Specific Gaps

Americas

e Funding for CSOs: Despite recognizing the significant challenges faced by CSOs, there
was a gap in detailed strategies for securing sustainable funding for these
organizations, especially those operating under restrictive regimes.

e Systematic approach to youth engagement: While youth engagement was
highlighted, there was a lack of comprehensive frameworks to systematically integrate
youth into formal political and governance structures beyond digital platforms and
protest.

Europe

e Innovation in public institutions: Although fostering innovation in public institutions was
emphasized, specific mechanisms and best practices for implementing such
innovation, particularly in traditionally bureaucratic environments, were not fully
explored.

e Balancing scepticism and trust: The forum discussed the importance of scepticism
and scrutiny but did not fully address how to balance these with fostering trust in
democratic institutions, which is necessary for their stability and functioning.

Africa

* Implementation of gender policies: While the need to enhance women's
participation was acknowledged, there was a lack of concrete implementation
strategies and monitoring mechanisms to ensure these policies translate into
real-world impacts.

® Protection of human rights defenders: Strategies for protecting human rights
defenders were discussed but detailed plans on how to counter state-sponsored
repression and provide international support and protection were insufficiently
developed.

Asia

e Historical integration in modern governance: The emphasis on historical context was
significant but there was a gap in practical steps to integrate these historical
narratives into modern governance frameworks in a way that might influence modern
policymaking and civic education effectively.

e Combating authoritarianism: While the challenge of authoritarianism was highlighted,
there was a lack of detailed strategies on how to effectively counter these regimes,
particularly in contexts where they have strong control over state mechanisms and
media
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Cross-Regional Gaps

Technological Infrastructure and Access

e Digital divide: While the role of technology in promoting democracy was universally
acknowledged, the discussions did not sufficiently address the digital divide that
exists within and between regions, which affects equitable access to digital tools and
platforms.

e Sustainability of tech initiatives: Although the need for sustainable tech initiatives was
mentioned, there was a lack of detailed strategies on securing long-term funding,
continuous innovation and the adaptability of these initiatives to changing
technological landscapes.

Civic Education

e Standardization and adaptation: There was a recognition of the importance of civic
education but gaps remained in the development of standardized but adaptable civic
education curricula that can be customized to fit diverse regional contexts and needs.

e Engagement beyond youth: While youth engagement was a major focus, there was a
lack of strategies for engaging with other demographics, such as older adults,
minorities and marginalized communities, that also play crucial roles in democratic
processes.

Inclusion and Representation
e Intersectionality: Discussions on inclusion often focused on individual aspects such as
gender or youth but there was a gap in addressing intersectional approaches to
overlapping identities and how they affect democratic participation.
e Monitoring and accountability: There was a lack of detailed mechanisms for
monitoring the implementation of inclusion policies and holding institutions
accountable for their commitments to diversity and representation.

Combating Disinformation

e Global coordination: While innovative approaches to combating disinformation were
discussed, there was a gap in the strategies on global coordination and collaboration,
particularly on developing unified standards and practices to address disinformation
across borders.

e Regulation and free speech: It was acknowledged that balancing the need to regulate
disinformation with protecting free speech presented genuine challenges but detailed
frameworks for achieving this balance were not fully articulated.
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Opportunities
Regional Collabc
within the

The Global Democracy
Coalition Forum 2024
highlighted nhumerous
opportunities for cross-
regional collaboration to
strengthen democratic
governance worldwide. This
section explores how regions
can work together to enhance
civic education, leverage
technology, combat
disinformation, promote
inclusivity, strengthen civil
society, and counter
authoritarianism. Cross-
regional partnerships will be
crucial for advancing the
global democratic agenda
through shared learning and
coordinated action.
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Opportunities for Cross-
Regional Collaboration

The Global Democracy Coalition Forum 2024 not only highlighted regional-specific
challenges and achievements but also underscored numerous areas where cross-
regional collaboration could significantly strengthen global democratic
governance. By leveraging the collective expertise, experience and innovation of
different regions, the Coalition can work towards shared goals and address
common challenges more effectively.

By working together, regions can enhance civic education, leverage technology for
democratic innovation, combat disinformation, promote inclusivity, strengthen civil
society and counter authoritarianism. These collaborative efforts, facilitated by the
Global bemocracy Coalition, can foster a more resilient, inclusive and participatory
democratic landscape globally. Continuous engagement, shared learning and
coordinated action will be key to securing these opportunities and advancing the
global democratic agenda.

Cross-regional collaboration could be particularly impactful in a number of key
areas.

ORUM 2024
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Leveraging Technology for Democratic
Innovation

Technology plays a pivotal role in modern
democratic engagement and  cross-
regional collaboration can enhance the
development and implementation  of
democratic tech initiatives. Regions could
share knowledge on the use of technology
to promote transparency, such as Europe’s
platforms  for monitoring government
activities and Africa’s use of technology to
fact check and reduce disinformation. Joint
efforts could focus on bridging the digital
divide by sharing technological resources
and infrastructure, developing universally
accessible digital tools and promoting
digital literacy aCross different
demographics. Creating a global repository
for technological solutions and best
practices could help regions to adopt and
adapt successful innovations.

Combating Disinformation

Disinformation is a global challenge that
requires a coordinated response. Regions
could collaborate on developing unified
standards and practices to address
disinformation and share strategies that
have proved effective in various contexts.
For instance, Europe’s regulatory
frameworks and strategic advocacy
against disinformation could be paired
with the Americas’ digital literacy initiatives
and Africa’s coalition-building approaches.
Establishing a global network of fact-
checking organizations and enacting joint
public awareness campaigns  could
amplify efforts to combat disinformation
and promote media literacy.

Enhancing Civic Education and Youth
Engagement

Civic education emerged as a foundational
element of fostering democratic values
across all regions. There is a clear
opportunity for regions to collaborate on
developing standardized but adaptable
civic education curricula that can be
customized to fit diverse cultural and
political contexts. Regions can share best
practices and successful models of youth
engagement, such as digital masterclasses
on election observation in the Americas or
youth-led civic education initiatives in Asia.
Collaborative efforts could include joint
educational campaigns, exchange

programmes and the creation of a global
civic education platform that provides
resources and tools accessible to all.
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Promoting Inclusivity and
Representation

Inclusive governance is crucial for the

legitimacy and effectiveness of
democratic systems. Regions could learn
from each others strategies for
enhancing the participation of
marginalized groups. Africa’s focus on
women’'s political participation, Asid’s
emphasis on cultural pluralism and
Europe’s intergenerational dialogue
initiatives could be integrated into a

comprehensive global approach to
inclusivity. Collaborative projects could
include international forums on inclusive
governance, exchange programmes for
underrepresented groups and joint
research initiatives on developing and
establishing inclusive policymaking.

Strengthening Civil Society

Civil society organizations are vital for
democratic resilience but they face
significant challenges, such as funding
constraints and government restrictions.
Cross-regional collaboration can provide
CSOs with the support they need to thrive.
Sharing strategies on securing sustainable
funding, such as Europe’s emphasis on
public funding for democratic projects,
could help CSOs in other regions. Joint
advocacy efforts, international solidarity
campaigns and the creation of a global
network of CSOs could enhance their
capacity to operate effectively and
safeguard democratic values.

Addressing Authoritarianism and
Democratic Backsliding

Regions experiencing democratic
backsliding could benefit from shared
strategies and coordinated efforts  to
counter authoritarian  tendencies.  Asid’s
focus on historical context and Africa’s
strategic advocacy to challenge repressive
laws provide valuable lessons. Collaborative
action could include global advocacy
campaigns, sharing successful resistance
strategies and  providing international
support for democratic movements in
authoritarian contexts. Establishing a global
codliton to monitor and respond to
democratic backsliding could ensure a
unified and effective response to emerging
threats.

Global Coordination and Advocacy

Global coordination is central to addressing
systemic  challenges and  promoting
democratic values worldwide. The Global
Democracy Coalition is able to facilitate
regular dialogues, joint research projects
and coordinated advocacy efforts, and also
provide safe spaces to share information
and strategies, as well as host events,
panels, and roundtables to ensure this
knowledge is effectively exchanged. . By
aligning regional initiatives with global
goals, the codlition could create a unified
front to advance democracy. Developing a
global action plan that incorporates
regional insights and leverages cross-
regional strengths would provide a cohesive
strategy  for  promoting  democratic
governance.
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Conclusion

The Global Democracy Coalition provides a unique space for democracy
organizations from around the world to share their experiences in advancing
democracy and learn from each other. The yearly Global Democracy Coalition
Forum provides a valuable platform for GDC partners to meet, share, and define
join strategies. The Global Democracy Coalition 2024 provided a unique and
invaluable platform for diverse stakeholders from around the world to come
together to discuss the pressing challenges facing and opportunities for
democracy today. This report synthesizes the insights and recommendations from
the regional and global forums, highlighting the critical issues, common themes
and unique perspectives that emerged from each discussion.

The regional forums underscored the importance of understanding and addressing the
specific political, cultural and social contexts that shape democratic governance. From
the Americas’ focus on the challenges faced by CSOs and youth engagement, to Europe’s
emphasis on fostering innovation within public institutions, Africa’s advocacy of enhanced
women’s participation and combating electoral violence, and Asid’s integration of
historical context and promotion of cultural pluralism, each region brought crucial insights
and made actionable recommendations.

Despite the regional differences, several universal themes emerged. The critical role of
technology in engaging younger generations and promoting transparency, the need to
combat disinformation through innovative and coordinated approaches, and the
importance of inclusivity and representation were consistently highlighted across all
regions. These common themes emphasize the shared values and aspirations that unite
democratic societies worldwide.

The global forum synthesized these regional insights to provide a comprehensive vision for
advancing democracy globally. The discussions emphasized leveraging technology for
civic education and transparency, addressing gender gaps, promoting inclusive
policymaking and altering the narrative surrounding democracy to counter democratic
backsliding. The forum also highlighted the importance of global collaboration among
democracy defenders to counter autocratic regimes and promote democratic values.
Addressing the gaps identified during the discussions will be central to ensuring the
effectiveness and sustainability of democratic initiatives. Sustainable funding for CSOs,
comprehensive frameworks for youth engagement, specific mechanisms for fostering
innovation and balancing scepticism with institutional trust are just some of the areas that
require further attention. In addition, enhancing digital literacy, engaging with diverse
demographics and developing intersectional approaches to inclusion will be vital for
building resilient democratic systems.
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Opportunities for cross-regional collaboration present a powerful avenue for
addressing these challenges. By sharing best practices, leveraging collective
strengths and coordinating efforts, regions can enhance civic education, combat
disinformation, promote inclusivity, strengthen civil society and counter
authoritarianism. The Global Democracy Coalition plans to facilitate these
collaborative efforts by creating a unified front to advance democratic
governance worldwide.

As the world faces increased challenges to democratic norms and values, this
report substantiates the urgent need for collective action and international
collaboration. By drawing on diverse experiences and expertise from around the
globe, the Global Democracy Coalition Forum 2024 sets the stage for meaningful
progress in the pursuit of democratic governance. The insights and
recommendations presented in this report provide a roadmap for stakeholders at
all levels to implement effective innovative strategies, foster inclusive and
participatory democratic environments and uphold the fundamental principles of
democracy.

As democratic norms and values face unprecedented challenges globally, the
need for decisive, united action has never been more urgent. This report is not just
a call for reflection but a rallying cry for stakeholders at all levels to take bold,
coordinated steps in defence of democracy. The insights and recommendations
outlined here offer a blueprint for transformative change—grounded in inclusivity,
innovation, and resilience. By harnessing the collective strength of regional and
global efforts, we have the opportunity to not only protect democratic systems but
to reimagine and strengthen them for future generations. Now is the time to act
with conviction, to champion the principles of freedom, equality, and justice, and to
ensure that the foundations of democracy endure, adapt, and thrive in every
corner of the world. The future of democracy depends on what we do next—
together.
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