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Background

The Youth Café, in partnership with four esteemed organizations
—Somali Media Women Association (SOMWA), Committee Action
for Health and Development (CAHED), Citizen Voice and Action
(cvA) and Afrobarometer—convened the Global Democracy
Coalition (GDC) Africa Forum 2025 on March 28, 2025, at Daystar
University, Nairobi. This high-level forum brought together key
stakeholders, including civil society organizations (Csos),
policymakers, youth movements and democracy advocates,
from 14 African countries, to address pressing challenges at the
intersection of democratic governance, human rights, and
environmental justice.

Under the theme "Advancing Democratic Resilience at the
Intersection of Human Rights and Environmental Justice,” the
forum provided a platform for critical discussions on corruption,
electoral integrity, youth engagement, and climate governance.
The deliberations underscored the urgency of combating
corruption as a catalyst for democratic renewal and
environmental resilience, highlighting systemic governance
failures, barriers to youth participation, and the role of campaign
financing in perpetuating political corruption.

The 1-day forum was designed to be a hybrid event, offering in-
person and virtual participation options. The physical event was
hosted at Daystar University, Nairobi Kenya, providing an
opportunity for direct engagement and collaboration. The hybrid
format enabled the inclusion of a broader audience, reaching
participants regionally.

This report captures key discussions, insights, and
recommendations from the forum, providing a roadmap for
actionable reforms to strengthen democratic institutions,
enhance accountability, and drive inclusive environmental
governance across Africa.
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STRUCTURE OF

The GDC Africa Forum 2025, held on March 28, 2025, at Daystar University, Nairobi, brought together civil
society leaders, policymakers, youth advocates, and democracy champions to explore the intersection
of democracy, human rights, and environmental justice.

The forum was structured into keynote speeches, panel discussions, breakout sessions, and interactive
sessions, fostering a high-level, solution-driven dialogue. The forum began with welcome remarks from
The Youth Café and its partners, emphasizing the urgent need to address corruption, youth exclusion,
and environmental injustices in Africa’s governance landscape. Keynote speakers provided insights on
strengthening democratic institutions, advancing human rights, and promoting environmental justice,
setting the tone for the discussions ahead.

The first high-level panel discussion examined how corruption undermines democracy and weakens
environmental resilience. Speakers highlighted the links between governance failures, climate inaction,
and human rights violations, calling for stronger accountability mechanisms. Discussions focused on
enhancing climate justice through transparent governance, reducing political corruption, and
amplifying the role of civil society and youth in advocating for accountability.

An interactive World Café session allowed participants to engage in group discussions, each
moderated by experts. Topics explored included strengthening democratic institutions, advancing
environmental justice, and increasing youth participation in governance. Participants shared best
practices, identified key challenges, and proposed actionable solutions. Each group later synthesized
their takeaways and presented them in the plenary session.

The second panel focused on corruption as a major obstacle to democratic progress, with a special
emphasis on campaign financing as a driver of political corruption. Discussions addressed the role of
anti-corruption agencies, legal reforms, and electoral transparency in curbing financial misconduct in
politics. Participants also explored strategies for ensuring fair electoral processes, strengthening
accountability in government spending, and promoting ethical leadership.

A global panel discussion tackled the structural and systemic challenges preventing youth from
engaging in political and governance processes. Key barriers highlighted included electoral injustices,
political violence, misinformation, lack of civic education, and restrictive legal frameworks. The session
underscored the need for bold youth advocacy, digital mobilization, and targeted policy reforms to
create an enabling environment for young people to participate meaningfully in governance.

Throughout the day, online campaigns harnessed the power of social media and digital platforms to
run awareness campdaigns, encourage public discussions, and engage citizens in dialogue about
democracy. The hashtags #GDCForum2025, #ThankYouDemocracy #AfricaGDCForum
#AntiCorruption, #GoodGovernance #Accountability, #CivicEngagement, #Transparency,
#EnvironmentalJustice and #HumanRights trended, amplifying the forum'’s impact.

Participants also had the opportunity to be interviewed by Kenya Broadcasting Corporation (KBC),
Kenya Television Network (KTN), NTV Kenya and TV47 where they aired their views on youth governance
in Africa and the necessary steps to ensure youth inclusion in all matters. We also conducted interviews
with participants, gathering valuable feedback on their takeaways and thoughts on democracy in
Africa.

In summary, The Global Democracy Coadalition Africa Forum 2025 served as a powerful platform for
dialogue and action, equipping participants with practical strategies to combat corruption, advocate
for environmental justice, and strengthen democratic institutions. The insights generated during the
forum will drive policy reforms and civic engagement efforts, ensuring that youth remain at the
forefront of Africa’s democratic renewal.



07

Maxmillian Ochango Ambeba, GDC Africa
Forum Event Coordinator - Senior Program
officer Democracy Governance Human Rights
Innovation & Electoral Reforms at The Youth
Cafe

Maxmillian Ochango Ambeba, Senior Programs Officer — Democracy, Governance, Human Rights,
and Electoral Reforms at The Youth Café and GDC Africa Forum Events Coordinator, delivered the
welcome speech at the Global Democracy Coalition (GDC) Africa Forum 2025. The event brought
together distinguished guests, esteemed panelists, partners, democracy advocates, and youth
leaders to discuss the state of democracy in Africa.

Ambeba expressed immense joy and gratitude in welcoming participants to the forum, emphasizing
that it was more than just an event—it was a bold statement of Africa’s democratic resilience and
commitment to governance that serves its people. He highlighted Africa’s current political
landscape, referencing youth-led protests for accountability, civic movements demanding reforms,
and resistance to authoritarian backsliding. He cited the impact of Kenya’s Gen Zs in reshaping the
political discourse, alongside similar democratic movements in Nigeria, Senegal, Uganda, and
Sudan. These events, he noted, signified a continent-wide awakening and a growing demand for
participatory, just, and inclusive democracy.

The theme of the forum, ‘Advancing Democratic Resilience at the Intersection of Human Rights and
Environmental Justice in Africa,’ was described as a call to action. Ambeba emphasized that
democracy thrives when human rights are protected, governance is accountable, and policies
reflect the people’s aspirations. He acknowledged the complex challenges facing Africa, including
democratic erosion, climate injustices, economic inequalities, and threats to freedom of expression.
Rather than viewing these as obstacles, he urged attendees to see them as calls to action.

Ambeba outlined the primary goals of the GDC Africa Forum 2025, which included:

¢ Developing innovative solutions to strengthen governance and accountability.

e Facilitating intergenerational dialogue to bridge the gap between policymakers and citizens.
e Advancing democracy through policy, advocacy, and action.

He expressed appreciation to The Youth Café, Afrobarometer, SOMWA, CAHED, CVA Rwandaq, and the
Global Democracy Coalition for their contributions to organizing the forum. Special recognition was
given to Willice Onyango, Executive Director of The Youth Café, for his visionary leadership, and to
Ellisenda Baxto, GDC’s Coordinator, for her trust in his role as the event coordinator.

Concluding his speech, Ambeba urged participants to actively engage, share ideas boldly, and
leave the forum empowered to shape Africa’s democratic future. He called for collective efforts to
ignite change, build democratic resilience, and create a governance landscape reflective of the
continent’s aspirations. His address set the stage for impactful discussions and strategic initiatives
aimed at fostering democratic progress across Africa.
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Willice Onyango - Executive Director,
The Youth Cafe

Willice Onyango, the Executive Director of The Youth Café, delivered a keynote
address emphasizing the forum’s pivotal role in advancing human rights, climate
action, and community resilience. He began by acknowledging the immense
expectations for the forum, highlighting that participants were eager to learn best
practices, network, and engage in meaningful discussions. He underscored that
the program had been carefully designed to facilitate dialogue, knowledge-
sharing, and solution-oriented discussions, with the goal of fostering long-term
collaboration beyond the forum.

Willice stressed that realizing individual human rights is fundamental, and the
discussions at the forum would center around ensuring that these rights are
upheld, particularly in the face of emerging global challenges. He encouraged
participants to actively contribute to shaping solutions and pathways forward
that would drive impactful actions in their respective communities.

On behalf of The Youth Café, Willice extended a warm and sincere welcome to all
attendees, expressing hope that the forum would serve as a catalyst for
sustained engagement and collective action. He envisioned a future where
human rights are strengthened, climate action is prioritized, and communities
across Africa become more resilient in the face of socio-economic and
environmental challenges.

As part of his address, Willice had the honor of introducing the keynote speakers,
acknowledging their expertise and invaluable contributions to the forum'’s
objectives. With an inspiring close, Willice reaffirmed The Youth Café's
commitment to fostering impactful conversations and partnerships, ensuring
that the forum marks the beginning of a transformative journey toward a more
rights-driven, climate-conscious, and resilient Africa.
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Mary Yvonne Ododah - Board Member,
The Youth Cafe

Mary Yvonne Ododah, a board member of The Youth Café, delivered a compelling keynote address, setting the
stage for the forum’s deliberations. She emphasized the crucial role of democracy, human rights, and
environmental justice in shaping Africa’s governance landscape and sustainable development.

Ododah highlighted the uneven trajectory of democracy across the continent, citing both progress and
setbacks. She referenced data from the Mo Ibrahim Foundation and Afrobarometer, noting that while support for
democracy remains strong at 66%, it has declined in some regions, with increasing tolerance for military rule in
countries such as Guinea and Burkina Faso. The speech underscored the need to restore faith in democratic
governance by addressing corruption, election integrity, and the shrinking civic space.

She pointed to Kenya’s 2024 youth-led protests against the controversial Finance Bill as an example of civic
engagement and resilience. However, she also cautioned against the growing restrictions on civic space and the
authoritarian responses witnessed in various African nations, including Sudan, where governance failures have
exacerbated displacement and humanitarian crises.

Addressing human rights, Ododah painted a stark picture of deteriorating conditions across Africa. She
referenced Amnesty International’'s 2024 report, which documented violent crackdowns on protests, arbitrary
detentions, and increased suppression of dissent. Notably, she highlighted gender-based violence as a
pervasive issue, citing statistics on female genital mutilation (FGM) in Kenya and femicide in South Africa.

She also raised concerns about armed conflicts in regions like the Democratic Republic of Congo, where groups
such as M23 have been implicated in grave human rights abuses. The speech called for urgent legal and policy
interventions to protect marginalized populations and ensure justice for victims of human rights violations.

On environmental justice, Ododah emphasized that although Africa contributes less than 4% of global emissions,
it faces severe climate-related challenges, including droughts, floods, and food insecurity. She highlighted the
negative impact of extractive industries, illegal mining, and crude oil refining on local communities, particularly
in regions where weak governance has enabled environmental degradation.

She commended the outcomes of the 2023 African Climate Summit in Nairobi, particularly the Nairobi
Declaration, which reinforced Africa’s role in driving green growth and climate finance. She also lauded Kenya's
Climate Change Act for its emphasis on carbon markets and community benefits. However, she stressed that
meaningful action is needed to ensure sustainable solutions that empower indigenous communities and
mitigate environmental destruction.

Ododah’s keynote concluded with a powerful call to action, urging young people to leverage their collective
power to drive change. She emphasized the importance of investments in education, leadership development
and digital literacy to empower the next generation of African leaders.

She reiterated the role of organizations like The Youth Café, which has engaged over 947,000 young people
across the continent in shaping governance and policy discussions. She called upon stakeholders present at the
forum to commit to fostering inclusive governance, protecting human rights and advancing environmental
sustainability.
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David Rabuor JR - Founder &
Head of Strategic Management
— CAHED Kenya

At the Global Democracy Coalition Africa Regional Forum, David, Director of Committee Action for
Health and Development (CAHED), delivered a compelling keynote address on strengthening
democratic resilience in Africa. Speaking on behalf of esteemed partners such as The Youth Café,
Afrobarometer, Somali Media Women Association, and Citizen Voice and Actions, he highlighted
governance as a pillar for safeguarding human rights and environmental justice.

David acknowledged Africa’s progress in electoral participation and political freedoms but cautioned
that many nations are at a crossroads, grappling with authoritarianism, shrinking civic space, and
military interventions. He pointed to West Africa as a region witnessing democratic erosion due to
unconstitutional term extensions and governance failures. Despite these setbacks, he noted that
Africans overwhelmingly support democracy, though trust in electoral processes remains fragile.

A central theme of his address was the interconnection between human rights and environmental
justice. He stressed that climate change is not just an environmental crisis but a human rights issue,
disproportionately affecting marginalized communities. Examples of desertification, forced evictions,
and resource-related conflicts illustrate how environmental degradation deepens social inequalities.
He asserted that any democracy failing to integrate climate resilience is incomplete, calling for
stronger governance frameworks that prioritize sustainability and justice.

David outlined five key action areas to strengthen democracy and environmental justice:

lInclusive Participation — Governments must ensure that youth, women, and marginalized
communities have a voice in policymaking.

2.Protecting Civic Space — Journalists, activists, and civil society organizations must be safeguarded
against persecution.

3.Climate Justice in Governance - Legal frameworks should address climate-induced
displacement and enforce corporate accountability.

4.Technology for Transparency — Digital tools should be leveraged to enhance civic engagement
and combat misinformation.

5.Regional and Global Solidarity — African nations must work with international bodies and regional
organizations like the African Union to uphold democratic values.

Concluding his address, David called for a shift from dialogue to action, urging that future forums
include grassroots communities often excluded from democratic discourse. Addressing the youth, he
emphasized their role in shaping the future of democracy and environmental justice, encouraging
them to take bold action. He closed by thanking the Global Democracy Coalition and event partners,
reaffirming that democracy is an ongoing struggle for justice, dignity, and accountability, and that its
success depends on collective commitment and action today.
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Tracey Osogo, Center for Multi Party
Democracy
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Tracey, representing the Center for Multi-Party Democracy Kenya (CMD-Kenya), delivered an
inspiring keynote speech at the Global Democracy Coalition Africa Regional Forum 2025. She began
by welcoming attendees, emphasizing the significance of the venue, where she herself is both an
alumna and a current student. She expressed hope that participants would feel at home in this space
—one where stars are made—and that they would leave the forum as meaningful contributors to
democratic progress.

She extended her congratulations to The Youth Café and other partners for successfully organizing
the event, sharing how honored she felt when she reached out to Willice Onyango and was warmly
invited to support the initiative. She commended the organizers for their dedication to fostering
meaningful dialogue and expressed CMD-Kenya’'s pride in partnering with The Youth Café,
particularly in their annual People’s Dialogue Festival. She reaffrmed CMD-Kenya’'s commitment to
supporting such platforms that promote inclusive and engaging discussions on democracy. Tracey
emphasized CMD-Kenya'’s core belief that democracy begins with dialogue. She noted that the forum
was an essential space where young people, senior citizens, policymakers, and civic actors could
convene to reflect on democratic gains, assess present challenges, and shape the future of
democracy. However, she also voiced concern about the growing intolerance for divergent political
views.

She illustrated this concern with a recent example—the state visit of the King and Queen of the
Netherlands to Kenya. She highlighted the online backlash, where over 22,000 petitions opposed the
visit. Despite this, the King and Queen proceeded with their trip, engaging in dialogue with young
people, including herself. During the off-camera discussion, she noted that some questioned the
legitimacy of the youth representatives and their right to engage with the monarchy. This, she argued,
underscored the necessity of fostering spaces where all voices—regardless of their stance—are
respected and heard.

Tracey stressed that true democracy thrives in environments where different perspectives are
allowed to coexist. She urged young people to embrace dialogue, even when views differ, and to
create spaces where every individual can speak their truth without fear of dismissal or exclusion.
Encouraging open, respectful, and constructive discourse, she called on participants to uphold the
principles of safe spaces and democratic inclusivity.

In conclusion, she expressed her enthusiasm for the forum and encouraged attendees to engage
actively, learn from one another, and make the most of the opportunity. She thanked Willice Onyango
and The Youth Café team for organizing the event and wished everyone a fruitful and enjoyable
experience. With a confident and energized closing, she welcomed everyone once again to the Global
Democracy Coalition Africa Forum 2025, setting a tone of optimism and engagement for the
discussions ahead.
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Elisenda Balleste Buxo, Global Democracy
\ Coalition , GDC coordinator

GLOBAL
DEMOCRACY

Elisendq, representing the Global Democracy Coalition (GDC), delivered a compelling keynote speech
on the critical need for sustainable funding for democracy and human rights. She acknowledged the
dedication of democracy defenders and commended the efforts of the event organizers, expressing
hope that every participant would leave the forum with renewed determination to strengthen and
advance democratic values.

She emphasized that democracy and human rights are not self-sustaining and should not be viewed
as optional. They form the foundation of peaceful, resilient, and just societies. However, despite their
fundamental importance, they remain chronically underfunded. Currently, less than 1.5% of official
development assistance is allocated to democracy and human rights initiatives, even though these
efforts have been proven to reduce conflict, promote economic inclusion, and foster long-term
stability. She highlighted that 2025 marks a turning point, as democracy-related aid has suffered
significant reductions. The consequences are severe, with organizations supporting independent
media, women'’s political participation, free and fair elections, and grassroots civic movements being
forced to scale down or shut down entirely.

Despite these challenges, she recognized the resilience of democracy advocates. Many organizations,
particularly in Africa, have sustained youth engagement programs through volunteer efforts,
community fundraising, and cross-border partnerships. However, she stressed that rebuilding alone
cannot replace deliberate investment and long-term support for democracy initiatives.

She warned of the greater cost that comes with failing to fund democracy. When civic space shrinks
and corruption rises, instability follows. The defunding of democracy does not just silence non-
governmental organizations but weakens entire societies, emboldens autocrats, and leaves
communities vulnerable.

Another critical issue she addressed was corruption, which threatens the effectiveness of democracy
funding. In some African countries, up to one-third of the national budget is lost to corrupt practices.
The misallocation of resources raises important questions about transparency and accountability,
which citizens must continue to demand.

Elisenda emphasized that independent media, civic education programs, women’s political
platforms, and electoral monitoring are not optional components of democracy but essential pillars
that must be safeguarded.

She called on governments, donors, and civil society to prioritize sustainable funding, warning that
without it, the infrastructure of democracy itself is at risk. She concluded by urging all stakeholders to
take democracy seriously and recognize it as a global public good that requires sustained
commitment and investment.
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Michael Miriti- Deputy Director Ministry of
Foreign and Diaspora Affairs, Kenya
(Representing the Chief Guest)

Michael Miriti, the Deputy Director for Multilateral Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign and Diaspora Affairs,
delivered a keynote on behalf of Dr. Korir Singoei, who was unable to attend due to official
commitments at State House. He acknowledged key partners, including The Youth Café, the Global
Democracy Coalition, and Faisal University, for convening the event.

Miriti emphasized the interconnection between democracy, human rights, and environmental justice,
framing them as pillars of global governance and sustainable development. He argued that
democracy goes beyond electoral processes to include inclusive governance, accountability, and the
protection of fundamental freedoms. He underscored the rule of law as essential for protecting
human rights, which, in turn, underpin environmental justice. Access to clean air, water, and a
habitable environment, he asserted, must be recognized as basic human rights. Advancing these
ideals, he said, requires a multi-stakeholder approach involving governments, the private sector, civil
society, and local communities.

Speaking on Kenya'’s regional and international leadership, Miriti highlighted the country’s role in
peace mediation and security efforts across Africa. He pointed to Kenya’'s membership in the UN
Human Rights Council (2024-2027) as an opportunity to strengthen national policies while
championing global issues like clean energy transitions, environmental justice, and social protection.
He acknowledged concerns about accountability in human rights commitments, noting that Kenya's
participation in the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) ensures regular assessment of its progress by
fellow UN member states.

On environmental justice, Miriti stressed that while Africa suffers the worst climate change impacts, it
contributes less than 4% of global emissions. He highlighted the undervaluation of Africa’s carbon
sinks, which leads to an unfair distribution of climate financing. Kenya, he said, is committed to
leading Africa’s green transition, as reflected in its Foreign Policy (2024) and Climate Change Act.
However, he criticized global climate governance frameworks, arguing that commitments under the
Paris Agreement remain insufficient to address the urgency of the crisis, particularly for vulnerable
nations like Kenya.

Miriti referenced a case before the International Court of Justice (ICJ), led by Vanuatu, which seeks a
legal ruling on state responsibility in addressing climate change. He suggested that such legal
interventions could set new precedents for climate accountability, urging participants to consider
whether the global community will uphold its commitments or fail vulnerable nations.

Concluding his speech, Miriti called for collective action in strengthening democracy, advancing
human rights, and promoting environmental justice. He urged policy advocacy, sustained
engagement, and international cooperation to address these pressing global challenges.
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RESEARCH INSIGHTS

Prof. Paul Kamau, University of Nairobi

Prof. Kamau expressed gratitude for the opportunity to address such a distinguished gathering on the state of democracy in Africa.
He highlighted his work at the Institute for Government Studies and his engagement with the Afrobarometer Project, an initiative
that provides critical insights into public perceptions of democracy across the continent.

He noted that democracy is facing significant global challenges, with Africa being no exception. Citing the 2024 Democracy Index,
he pointed out that democratic indicators had declined, dropping from 0.56 in 2006 to 0.52 in 2024. This, he argued, reflects growing
concerns about governance, electoral integrity, and civic freedoms. Despite these challenges, he emphasized that Africans remain
deeply committed to democracy.

According to Afrobarometer surveys, conducted in 39 African countries since 1999:

¢ 66% of Africans prefer democracy over any other form of government.

¢ 80% oppose one-man rule, demonstrating strong resistance to authoritarian leadership.
¢ There is widespread support for political pluralism.

However, he acknowledged growing frustration with how democracy is practiced, particularly regarding governance and service

delivery.

Prof. Kamau raised concerns over the declining trust in key democratic institutions, using Kenya as a case study:

* Public confidence in the Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC) has dropped to 36%, raising concerns about
electoral credibility.

¢ Trustin the police remains low, with many citizens viewing law enforcement as repressive rather than protective.

¢ Many Africans doubt the fairness of elections, believing electoral outcomes are often manipulated.

¢ Parliamentary oversight has weakened, as elected leaders fail to hold governments accountable.

Survey data indicated a steady decline in satisfaction with democracy:
¢ In 2010, 50% of Africans expressed satisfaction with democracy, but by 2024, this figure had dropped to 39%.
¢ Poor governance, lack of transparency, and unfulfilled political promises were key reasons for this decline.
When asked about military intervention in governance,
¢ 53% of Africans opposed military involvement, showing a preference for civilian rule.
¢ However, in countries like Mali and Tunisia, some citizens view military takeovers as necessary in cases of government corruption
or dysfunction.

Focusing on Kenya, he noted that calls for democratic reforms are growing, especially among the youth. Survey data shows that:

¢ 80% of Kenyans support presidential term limits, showing a strong demand for leadership accountability.

¢ Multi-party democracy remains widely accepted, reinforcing Kenya’s commitment to political diversity.

¢ 57% of Kenyans oppose military interference in politics, affirming support for civilian governance.

¢ Despite these positive indicators, public dissatisfaction with democracy is increasing, driven by weak governance, controversial
elections, and lack of accountability among elected officials.

Prof. Kamau outlined four critical areas requiring urgent attention:

1.Enhancing Public Sector Accountability — Democratic institutions must be more transparent and responsive to citizens' needs,
and political leaders must show a genuine commitment to democratic principles.

2.Addressing Corruption and Impunity — Strict enforcement of laws is necessary to hold public officials accountable for
misconduct.

3.Improving Electoral Integrity — Elections must be credible, transparent, and inclusive, with electoral bodies free from political
influence.

4.expanding Civic Space — Citizens, particularly youth, should be more involved in governance and decision-making processes.

Despite these challenges, Africans still believe in democracy. The decline in public satisfaction is not a rejection of democracy, but
rather a demand for better governance. He urged all stakeholders to restore public trust in institutions, strengthen electoral
processes, and uphold democratic values. By doing so, Africa can build a future where democracy truly serves its people.

Finally, he encouraged attendees to engage with Afrobarometer’s research, noting that data from 1999 to 2024 is freely accessible
online for deeper insights into Africa’s democratic landscape



PANEL

DISCUSSION 1
DEMOCRACY,
HUMAN RIGHTS &
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE

Moderator:
DANIEL IBERI (AFROBAROMETER)

Panelists:

e ZAINA KOMBO (AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL KENYA)
e SANTO ASTORINO (MUNDUS GROUP)
¢ COMMR. DR. DENNIS WAMALWA (KNCHR)

The panel discussion on democracy, human rights, and
environmental justice provided a platform for critical reflections on
the state of democracy in Africq, its intersection with human rights,
and the role of grassroots organizations in bridging the gap between
policy and action. With insights from experts and practitioners, the
discussion aimed to explore solutions to the democratic stagnation
and environmental challenges facing the continent




Zaina Kombo

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL KENYA

Responding to the question on how democratic government frameworks can effectively
address environmental crises while ensuring human rights protections, she emphasized
the need for strong institutional accountability as the foundation of democracy. She
highlighted that impunity remains a major obstacle to civil rights and governance,
stressing that effective democratic institutions must uphold accountability to safeguard
both human rights and environmental justice. She pointed out that Kenya’s 2010
Constitution provides a framework that empowers citizens, particularly youth, to
demand transparency and accountability from institutions responsible for governance
and environmental protection. The shift from subjecthood to active citizenship, as
outlined in Article 1, ensures that sovereign power rests with the people, making their
participation in decision-making processes essential.

Zaina further underscored that human rights are inherent and not granted by
governments, emphasizing that citizens must assert and protect these rights as
enshrined in Chapter 4 of the Kenyan Constitution and Article 1 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). On environmental justice, she argued that
protecting the environment is fundamentally about securing human survival and
sustainable development. Citizens must actively resist exclusion, suppression of civic
spaces, and any attempts to weaken democratic freedoms. She asserted that
democracy cannot be defunded—collective civic action remains the most powerful tool
against impunity and injustice. Recent movements have demonstrated how public
mobilization can effectively reclaim governance and drive reforms. Zaina concluded by
reinforcing the importance of civic empowerment, strategic mobilization, and
institutional accountability in ensuring that environmental policies translate into
tangible and lasting change.




Santo Astorino

MUNDUS GROUP

Emphasized the critical role that grassroots organizations play in bridging the gap
between policy and action, particularly in addressing environmental challenges. He
highlighted three key contributions of these organizations. First, he noted that grassroots
organizations have direct connections with communities, allowing them to identify
environmental and social issues at the local level. This engagement ensures active
community participation in decision-making and helps align policies with the real needs
of the people.

Second, he pointed out that these organizations can implement contextualized solutions
by adapting global strategies to local realities. Through approaches such as sustainable
technology, community-based resource management, and participatory governance,
grassroots organizations facilitate decentralized models of policy implementation.
Finally, Santo stressed that grassroots organizations play a crucial role in political
advocacy and social mobilization. By translating community demands into effective
political pressure, they help ensure citizen oversight of environmental regulations and
build public confidence in policy enforcement.

However, he also highlighted several challenges that hinder effective policy
implementation. He observed that policymaking often follows a top-down approach,
excluding communities from decision-making. Additionally, a lack of resources and
shared values makes it difficult to implement initiatives that promote social and
environmental justice. Lastly, he underscored the importance of education and skill
development, particularly for young people, as a fundamental factor in achieving long-
term environmental and social justice outcomes
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Dr Dennis Wamalwa
KENYA NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (KNHRC)

Responding to the question on the biggest human rights challenges linked to environmental
justice and how institutions can address them, Dr. Wamalwa provided insights from a policy-
making perspective. He highlighted that while human rights are universally recognized and
guaranteed by law—through treaties, customary international law, and national constitutions
—implementation remains a challenge. He pointed out that the Kenyan Constitution
guarantees the right to a clean and healthy environment, yet several barriers hinder
environmental justice.

Among the key challenges he identified were:

1. Threats to environmental defenders — Arbitrary detention, harassment, and even killings of
environmental human rights defenders.

2. Limited access to environmental information — Many communities lack full disclosure on
resource exploitation projects, undermining meaningful public participation.

3. Inadequate public participation — Despite being a constitutional principle, many decision-
making processes fail to engage affected communities effectively.

4. Lack of a benefit-sharing framework — Communities often suffer the consequences of
resource extraction without receiving any benefits.

5. Limited access to justice - Historical and ongoing environmental injustices remain
unresolved, even as new cases continue to emerge.

Dr. Wamalwa emphasized that institutions like the Kenya National Human Rights Commission
(KNHRC) play a critical role in addressing these challenges.

He outlined several opportunities and solutions, including:

1. Strengthening complaint and investigation systems to report and address environmental
violations.

2. Seeking redress for victims through public inquiries and legal actions, such as the Ogiek
case at the African Court.

3. Advocating for policy and legislative reforms, such as Kenya’s National Action Plan on
Business and Human Rights.

4. Enhancing collaboration between stakeholders, including young people, human rights
actors, and policymakers, to drive change




Mr. Martin Pepella

In response to a follow-up question on how relevant bodies address arbitrary detention, Mr.
Martin Pepella, speaking on behalf of the Commission, explained that while the rule of law
should guide all actions, enforcement challenges persist. He acknowledged that some
arresting officers act arbitrarily and violate due process.

However, the Commission relies on three key mechanisms to address such violations:

1. Judiciary intervention — The Commission moves to court under public interest litigation to
seek justice for victims.

2. Parliamentary engagement - Petitions are submitted to parliamentary committees
responsible for oversight.

3. Media exposure — Journalistic coverage helps bring attention to injustices and holds
perpetrators accountable.

Martin concluded by emphasizing the importance of transparency, legal action, and public
awareness in tackling human rights violations related to environmental justice.

During the Q&A session, several critical questions were raised regarding democracy, justice,
and governance in Kenya. The panel explored the challenges faced by the Kenya National
Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR) in delivering justice to victims of arbitrary arrests,
strategies to strengthen Kenya’s democratic institutions to better serve marginalized
communities in environmental justice, and the country's progress in fulfilling human rights
treaties and agreements. Additionally, the discussion addressed whether democracy can
guarantee and deliver peace, and whether the faceless and leaderless narrative adopted by
Gen Z activists is necessary. Responses from panelists emphasized that KNCHR cannot arrest
but only report violations, highlighting the importance of following financial accountability
through a 360-degree approach. Panelists also stressed the need for access to information to
gather evidence, solidarity efforts, youth empowerment, and the necessity of engaging with
leaders to drive meaningful change.
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